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DOWN WITH THE DRAFTO 

• 

Yftiy is the U.S. government planning conscription? Why does it 
want a tremendous army, the biggest navy in the world, and a com¬ 
plete registration of all men in the country? 

The armed forces - regular army, navy, marines, national guard, 
police - have been and will be used to shoot down strikers, ooloni&l 
workers, or our fellowr-workers abroad who have also been conscripted 
into imperialist armies* These armed forces will bring wealth to 
the bosses, but only starvation, misery and death to the workers. 

We have no interest in joining the armed forces of the bosses. 
If defense is needed, .-let the whole people be armed. Let the work¬ 
ers of every shop and the farmers of every township organize militia 
with their own elected officers. Arm the CIO, AFL, rail-road broth¬ 
erhoods* Let every man, woman and child bear arms and learn to use 
them. Then the majority of the people will be able to defend their 
rights, not only from the possible attacks of foreign imperialists, 
but also from the actual attacks of the U.S. imperialists on their 
wage scales, relief standards, and democratic rights. 

But the imperialist government of the U.S. is not preparing for 
defense, and what is more, EVERYBODY KNOWS ITJ The recruiting drive 
was a flop - because nobody wants to go out to die for Wall St. The 
Senate committee reduced the proposed registration of 42 million men 
to 12 million BECAUSE THEY WERE AFRAID THEY COULDN’T PUT IT OVER. 
Could anyone ask for more convincing proof of the masses' disagree¬ 
ment with the bosses' war policy? 


The Communist Workers Group calls on all workers everywhere to 
give voice to this mass sentiment against conscription. YOU ARE NOT 
AL0NE4 A sizeable protest movement could stop this legal-kidnapping 
plan of the bosses. A united front movement of all possible workers 
organizations to protest the draft must be organized. 


Wherever it is possible to do so on a mass scale, the worke r s 
should organize to carry into action the will of the majority ag¬ 
ainst the draft. 


PEOPLE TELL U ^ alD0VL ^ workers' conditions* But, 
somehow they won't put it on paper. If you know about something 

in your town, let other workers hear about it, too. We'll pub¬ 
lish it the way you write it, reserving of course the right to 
comment. The WORKERS BANNER is your paper. Use itj Support itJ 
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WILLKIE . VS. ROOSEVELT 


Willkie, Republican presidential candidate, has been variously 
called a "baby giant panda" and "like the President,••.a buoyant, 
sanguine and aggressive character." (Hew Republic, 7/8/40). You 
put 3 -your money and you takes your pick - if you have the money. 

But if you belong to the lower crust, the problems facing you 
continue unhampered by "baby pandas" and "sanguine characters" - un¬ 
employment, rising cost of living, farmers forced off the land, war 
preparations, the right to organize and strike. When these ques¬ 
tions do creep into Republican or Democratic platforms, it is be¬ 
cause they are afraid that total neglect will bring revolution. 

The bourgeoisie faces the problem of how to keep its shaky set¬ 
up going. The home market offers no new field for profitable in¬ 
vestment. So they’re looking to Asia to cop somebody else's colon¬ 
ies as a place to invest and make super-profits. That involves kee¬ 
ping the workers and poor farmers at heme quiet. - Thru 11 national 
unity." It also means making them pay for the war. This election 
year, therefore, we will not see the usual letting-down of the bars. 

For years, workers’ sentiment has been channelized into the 2 
major parties. When the crash came in *29, all blame was dumped on 
the Republicans. FDR and the "Few Deal" received a landslide in the 
’32 elections. The bourgeoisie keeps its feet in both parties, how¬ 
ever. FORTUNE, which ought to know, says "...while small contribu¬ 
tions do pour in on a popular candidate, they are never enough, and 
ihs substantial money must be raised somewhere else. Almost without 
exception, it comes from a few rich men." In speaking o>f the finan¬ 
ces for the McNutt (Democrat) campaign, FORTUNE says again, "Another 
strong possibility is that some of it has come out of the treasure- 
Trove of 'Judge 1 Haussermann, Philippine gold-mining tycoon..." 
Eaussermann is on the Republican National Committed In '34, "Joe C. 
Trees...gave $1000 to the Republicans before the election,but after¬ 
ward saw fit to contribute $5000 toward lifting the Democratic defi¬ 
cit." Dupree of Procter & Gamble, and F. Phillips of Phillips Pet¬ 
roleum also contributed to the Republicans before the vot.es were 
counted, and to the Democrats after. 

“NEWT DEAL 

The Democrats as the ruling party claim to have saved the coun¬ 
try from Hoover's mismanagement. At least, they did, Today ? when 
national unity is the order of the day, the campaigns.are carried on 
in a lower key. 

What is the record of the New Deal? Industrial production has 
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remained stationary for the last 5 years* Construction declined. 
Farmers 1 output was forcibly reduced* Factory employment declined 
in relation to amount produced. Wages declined. The *29 levels are 
gone forever, tho FDR has done his best for the bosses. 


Wherever possible, the government has employed WPA labor in¬ 
stead of awarding contracts to private companies, where labor had a 
higher wage scale. The Hatch Bill was enacted to prevent government 
employees from having a voice. The Dies Committee was busy red bai¬ 
ting. The FBI was union busting. The farmers’ real income was re¬ 
duced. But thru the reciprocal trade treaties, U.S. increased its 
exports way above its imports. Taxes were raised and made to cover 
a wider field - we pay the largest part. Since 1933 "national de¬ 
fense" appropriations tripled, while relief was steadily cut. 


Capital has been pulled out of a hole at our expense. We wrung 
WPA and relief by hunger-marches and protest. When we quieted down, 
they started to take it back. We won union standards, so they used 
the WPA to lower them. The biggest war fund in history is being 
paid for by us. 

Those who still think Roosevelt represents Little Business ag¬ 
ainst Big, will have to explain why giant corporations are subsid¬ 
ized, while middle farmers are forced off the land. Those who think 
Roosevelt represents labor, will have to explain the drive on the 
Building Trades unions, the breaking of the WPA strikes last year. 

TWEEDLEDEE 

You need a microscope to detect the differences in the Republi¬ 
can and Democratic platforms. The Republican Party, which for long 
has contained a strong farm bloc, had to agree with all the main 
points of the Wallaoe program. The same with relief and social sec¬ 
urity. It had to recognize that these were here to stay. This is 
the conclusion after years of raving against the New DealJ Differ¬ 
ent methods of administration are proposed, but basically the fact 
that oapltalism in decay needs to be propped up to continue, is ac¬ 
knowledged. Dewey's attaok on FDR’s "defeatism" for calling the 
U.S. a "mature" economy is thus belied by his party's recognition 
that this economy is in decayi 


The "anti-war" platform seems to have bitten the dust. As far 


as the pronouncements of all th 
they were and they weren't. Dark 
decisively approves of the present 

Willkie's nomination 3hows 
that neither party is a soli d 
group with a distinct program. 
There are capitalists in both who 
see drastic methods are needed, 
and those who want the pre-'29 


: candidates for nomination went - 
horse Willkie has settled it. He 
foreign policy. 


"Our defense forces are to-day 
at the peak of their peacetime 
effectiveness." (Democratic 
platform). Then why are they 
being expanded, Mr. President? 
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methods. Both candidate and platform are ample proof that if the 
Republicans won, DDR's New Deal for capitalism would be continued. 

But the right to vote for even these boss stooges isn’t granted 
to all. If you’re a Negro in the South; or you can’t pay poll tax: 
if you weren’t born here; if you’ve been forced to go from city to 
city looking for work; if you’re under 21 - YOU CAN’T VOTE i To take 
one instance, the South. Average income is 10% a day. Poll taxes 
run from $l-$3 a year, and all back poll taxes have to be paid, be¬ 
fore one c an vote . _Thus_ the voting p ercen tage^ of the population is: 

Texas _ • -26%~ Georgia - 20 % Arkansas - 20% 

Virginia - 26$ Alabama - 18,5$ Mississippi - 16 $ J 

So that a great bulk of Congress is elected by a very small minority. 
Bankhead, speaker of the House, Dies, Weodrum, Cox, Smith are tech¬ 
nically responsible to less than l/5 of their districts. 

HOW ITS PUT OV E R 


In the '36 campaign, the Democrats spent $582, 387 for radio 
and the Republicans, $757,737. They pay $50-$100 a week plus expen¬ 
ses to professional orators. They were getting contributions up to 
$100,000 from business men and corporations. 

The whole set-up is rotten with graft. "You can buy your way 
into a first-class ambassadorship for from $100,000 up - mostly up." 
"Among Roosevelt's appointees have been Joe Davies (USSR, Belgium, 
$46,000 in his and his wife’s names..." "The total directly fromamr 
bassadors and ministers under the Rb.osevelt Administration has been 
an estimated $250,000." (Fortune 7/40). Despite the famous Hatch 
Act, the Democrats will have raised in 1940 close to $2 billion, 
much of it from federal employees. 

There are those who want a 3rd party. Wheeler, before the Dem¬ 
ocratic convention, said that if the Democrats did not "oppose" War, 
there would be "a tremendous demand for a strong liberal peace party 
which will give the people a chance to vote on war or peace." Lewis 
was horsing around with Wheeler. Townsend stated, "If both disre¬ 
gard us I propose that we join hands with union labor and proceed at 
once after the coming election to organize a third party." Othe r 
forces such as the Socialist, Communist, Socialist Workers, Workers, 
Parties are also for a 3rd party, but theirs is to be more "left". 
They want a "labor" party which would act. 

Can one find such an animal? Capitalism with its curtailment 
of production and falling rate of profit, has to squeeze us dryer 
and dryer. Any party that expects to squeeze it_ has to do so by mi¬ 
litant workers’ action - which means coming into conflict with the 
boss state. To try, by lobbying, to change a machine which controls 
police and national guard, and sells posts to the highest bidder, is 
to hope for pie in the sky. Those who are voted into the boss setup 
are part of it unless they act to expose and smash it. 
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Legislative "reforms 0 not "backed by workers* action are worth¬ 
less* The anti-lynch bill now supported by almost all the lab¬ 
or misleaders, states that any group of 3 or more is a mob and police 
can shoot it up* Thus anti-lynch sentiment is used by the bosses as 
a legal pretext to smash workers' meetings, picketing etcl 

SUGAR-COATED PILL 

Right now the bosses feel they don't need a "labor" party. When 
they have to stave off revolutionary action they'll support one. 
Why not? The British Labor Party is doing a swell job. The Cabinet 
has outlawed strikes. So, as the Chioago Daily News puts it, "The 
government's decision will be made more palatable to organized work¬ 
ing people because the powers involved will be exercised by Minister 
of Labor Bevin...head of the Transport and General Workers Union." 
To date, the bosses have placed Hillman in charge of labor relations 
on the National Defense Advisory Commission. Kis job, too, is to 
make the M-Day plans more "palatable" to workers and outlaw strikes. 

Struggles for workers' rights will receive help from neither 
the 2 major boss parties nor any 3d party, because they're all work¬ 
ing for the same agency - the boss state. FDR promises reforms, so 
do Lewis and Thomas and 3rowder. Who's going to carry them out? 
The police force that shot striking Republic Steel workers in the 
back? The courts that condone lynchings and vigilanteism? 

He who owns the factories pays the cops and the presidents* 
The elections are elections of the bosses by the bosses. Y/hen farm¬ 
ers have to limit production and then can't make a living, and we 
can't afford to buy their produce, the system doesn’t make sense. 
There are 2 roads: (1) To keep such a crazy system going or (2) To 

smash it and get one that will work. 

We need a party that will concern itself with more and better 
clothes, food, houses, land, schools, peace. We need a state where 
we're the militia and. no cop can push us around. We need a-system 

where government posts will be bur 
everyday work and not life a i n - 
eoures» 

That means exposing the boss 
election system as a fake. Parti¬ 
cipation in their election must be 
as a protest against our rot ten li¬ 
ving standards and the war drive. 
Our main work must be to build a 
party - a workers * revolutiona ¬ 
ry pa rty. Our main work must be to 
use this party to overthrow the 
boss dictatorship and build a pro¬ 
letarian dictatorship, a govern - 
ment of workers' councils. 


"The world revolution against 
which we prepare our defense 
is so threatening that not un¬ 
til it has burned itself out 
in the la3t corner of earth 
will our democracy be able to 
relax its guard." From the 
Democratic platform. 

Now we know the reason for the 
war drive. The bosses are 
ready - how about us? 
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For 6 weeks a group of Chicago workers put up a struggle to 
have their say* As a result, part of Washington Park is theirs - 
until the bosses try again. 

Last fall, the Washington Park Forum smashed the landlords 1 in¬ 
junction against the Ida B. Wells housing project. The bosses this 
year tried to see that similar action wouldn’t happen again. Under 
Democratic shoot-workers-inkback Kelly, the Chicago Park Department 
demanded a permit from the Forum. The Negro and white workers who 
have been meeting and disoussing in the Park for 10 years decided to 
fight for their right to continue without police license. 

"The right to lioense is the right to take away license" ran 
their resolution. A militant campaign was set under way, 10,000 
leaflets were issued, 2 protest meetings held. Police warnings that 
the meeting would be broken up, resulted only in larger attendance 
and firmer determination. 

When a cop tried to break up one meeting in the park, the crowd 
stood its ground and refused to leave. So militant was the spirit, 
that they pushed aside attempts to put the struggle on a legalistic 
basis. The Communist Workers Group in its support of the fight 
based itself on this desire to hold a vantage point and not hand it 
to the boss court to settle. 

The Workers Party members tho active, tried to derail it into a 
"test case." Despite resolutions of support from workers* organiza¬ 
tions, they fought all proposals for a united front. The Revolu¬ 
tionary Workers League (FW) came down as an organization to one mee¬ 
ting, spoke for "preserving constitutional rights," promised to isaae 
leaflets - and disappeared. The Stalinists sabotaged completely. The 
Chicago Civil Liberties Committee which oame in ostensibly to help, 
played a similar role by taking out a permit when that was precisely 
the issue at stake. 

Unity was achieved in struggle. The differences over reliance 
on workers* pressure as against the bourgeois courts, were settled 
by the mass of workers in the park. By their action, the boss war 
plans were set baok and workers today can still voice their sentim¬ 
ents against the war. 

"They (European bosses) are afraid to let the workers speak or 
meet because they know the workers don’t want the war and would use 
their forums, unions... to fight against it. In the U.S., war prepa-. 
rations are going on apace. And these same rights are being taken 
away from us, because we are no more eager to fight the bosses' bat¬ 
tles than are the French or German or English. DEFEND YOUR RIGHT TO 
PROTEST." (From the CWG leaflet, "Speaking Plainly"). 
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NATIONS FACE TO FACE 


With the surrender of Prance, Germany and England came face to 
faoe at last* The British Channel beoame No Man's Land* Germany 
fcegan mounting big guns on the French and Belgian ooast; British and 
GSrmaiJ aircraft began large-scale raiding* 

However, there was no immediate trans-Channel offensive by ei¬ 
ther. Events began to move in the Balkans and East Asia, indicating 
the possibility that sooner than risk a direct offensive, England, 
especially, would like to see the war moved to a more distant area. 

The surrender of Prance dealt England a terrific blow - but wi¬ 
thout corresponding gains for Germany. To realize profits on her 
European conquests, Germany would have to conquer England. To date, 
she has driven England from Western Europe and spread her harrying 
into the Mediterranean. But England and her essential bases - India, 
South Africa, Australia - are still whole. 

Real gainer by the new phase of the war is the U.S. Selling to 
both sides, the "dishonest broker" of the world sees her rival, Eng¬ 
land, beaten down, with little likelihood that Germany can become a 
real menace. The "Allied" Buying Commission is haggling no longer, 
but buying materials on any conditions - and that makes pleasant mu¬ 
sic in the U.S. cash registers. 

EUROPE TOO HOT 

If a battle of the Channel follows the battle of Prance, it 
will be because England and Germany find other areas too hot to hold 
them. On the one hand, England dares not attempt a drive against 
Germany except under the gravest peril. The terrific cost of such 
aiic offensive would leave the whole empire a prey to Wall Street or 
worse. On the other hand, Germany knows that a defeated Channel 
drive could be the signal for revolution at home, and a successful 
one might well cost so much in planes and ships as to leave her 
helpless at the close of war. 

Thence the attempt to shift the war further from home. But 
these moves get the imperialists into worse and worse trouble. Ger¬ 
many, which is sitting on a developing revolution at home and garri¬ 
soning Prance against another^ England which faces revolution in 
India - they must now thrust themselves into the two tinder-boxes of 
revolution that have flickered these 20 years: Eastern Europe and 
Eastern. Asia, and must stir up the hornet’s nest of the USSR. 

Revolution menaces even the smug conquests of the U.S# and fa¬ 
ces it with the possible loss of all to an enemy more inveterate e- 
ven than England - the world proletariat. With every move on the 

(Continued on P. 10) 
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FRANCE 


FASCISM OR COMMUNISM 


By an overwhelming vote, the French parliment uBhered in the 
final stage of the crisis in France* It voted approval to the Laval 
-Petain dictatorship, and passed a constitution definitely terminat¬ 
ing the Third Republic. Political parties and trade uniora are to be 
done away with, and Foreign Minister Beat, fuehrer of the Neo-Social 
Party, is to form a single "national" party. 

The new constitution, confessedly modeled on Fascist Italy, 
provides for government by dictatorship with 2 "advisory" houses, an 
upper house of the "elite" of the nation, a lower house of industri¬ 
al divisions - represented by employers. But it is not yet Fascism. 

Frenoh bosses are still trying to get out of their crisis by a 
military dictatorship which will make its appeal as standing "above 
all classes and groups". But this will not succeed any more than 
the virtual dictatorships of Papen and Schleicher did in Germany. 
It does not signal the defeat of the French workers, but a new weak¬ 
ening of the boss system and a new and greater crisis to come. 

Realizing this, Frenoh Fascist leaders - Doriot and his Popular 
Party, La Roque in the German-occupied zone, Marquet of the Neo-Pop- 
ular Party - are working at top speed, ignoring the "no party" dec¬ 
ree. Whoever can rally the declassed and petty bourgeoisie first, 
and turn them against the workers, can bid for the job of Fuehrer. 

FUEHRERS WANTED 

For that job will soon be open. The Petain government, a union 
of fascists and royalists, cannot survive. Nor will the French "de¬ 
mocracy" revive. Its leaders - Daladier, Mandel, etc. - spent the 
parlimentary session tossing about the Mediterranean on a tramp 
steamer. Those who did attend - Herriot, Blum & Co. - were concern¬ 
ed only with white-washing themselves, and proving that the war was 
lost because of "treason" by the masses; a sell-out of the right; a- 
nything and everything but their own incompetence. 

But it was neither a sell-out nor a secret weapon that defeated 
France. It was the fact that the capitalists proved unable to rule. 
Facing a revolutionary crisis even before September *39, they were 
to find themselves as incapable of making war as of keeping peace. 

In general capitalist decay, France had outstripped the oth e r 
imperialists. Balancing the total income on industrial sales, colo¬ 
nial profits and services against the total outgoing, she was runn¬ 
ing a $164,000,000 yearly loss, met by a drain of gold with attend¬ 
ant weakening of her banking system and currency. Meanwhile, French 
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labor, schooled in long struggle, continued a bitter fight which was 
staved off by repeated expedients of Peoples Fronts, eto. 

The rising revolutionary tide stripped the French bosses of 
their "efficiency” and dignity* Their organization for war consist¬ 
ed almost solely of smashing the 40-hour week, dragooning workers, 
murdering militants* As for organizing themselves, they were as in¬ 
capable as so many infants. Inter-bourgeois strife, bankers vs. in¬ 
dustrialists, house vs. house, reduced the economy to chaos* 

T/hen the Allies set up the Anglo-French Economic Coordinati n g 
Commission, to organize the industries of both nations for the war, 
its English section began to work at once* The French section did 
not- because there was none. Eventually, one was made up out of the 
chief civilian Ministers, but its actions were largely verbal. 

In aircraft, for example, airplane factories going up near Ly¬ 
ons were held up; correspondents were told that "we can buy all the 
planes we need in the U.S." At the same time, the French Minister 
of Aviation was putting off U.S. orders on the grounds that the 
French industry could handle all requirements* 

The British could do nothing but legalize the siutation, by de¬ 
claring that London was the economic center, and Paris the military 
center* But as a military center, Paris proved no better. French 
70-ton tanks, reputed far superior to the German 80-tonners that 
broke the Flanders front, remained in the railroad yards at Orleans* 
They saw service only after capture by the Germans* 

LIKE CZAHIST RUSSIA 

The parallel to Czarist Russia in 1916-17 is amazing - bourge¬ 
oisie which could work with no one; accusations of pro-Germanism ag¬ 
ainst everyone (the labor movement. Radical Socialists, Conservat¬ 
ives and extreme right), and about which nothing was done* Generals 
"took out their own criminal incapacity on the population." 

And underlying the whole situation, was a mass proletarian 
movement against the war. Leland Stowe reports, "Simple soldiers 
everywhere - from the Seine to the Rhine - spoke with hatred and 
contempt of their officers." By June 10th, aviators were reporting 
mass desertions. Masses of soldiers were regaining their homes. 

The Chicago Tribune states indignantly that workers behing the 
lines continued to "loaf and smoke cigarettes." Their loafing was 
done on a 72-hour week; workers in the Paris Citroen plant were held 
at work while the Germans were bombing them, and soldiers' wives who 
were employed were forced to send part of their heavily-taxed wages 
to their husbands - who'were making exactly 2^ a day* 

In this situation, workers* discontent grew. The French bour¬ 
geoisie used ever harsher repression. Over 100 trade unions were 
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dissolved in Paris alone. The death sentence was invoked against 
"Communists'*, which was interpreted as any worker who spoke against 
the war, and any organization from Pivert’s to the Anarchists. Ger¬ 
man and Spanish refugees who might harbor dangerous ideas were herd¬ 
ed into the Foreign Legion to be annihilated, perhaps by Germans. 

But the revolution goes on. The stupidity of Daladier and Rey- 
naud against Hitler is equaled only by Petain’s arrogant gesture ag¬ 
ainst Britain - bombing of Gibraltar and seizure of British ships in 
Indo-China. To date, it has lost the French fleet, and Japan is mo¬ 
destly proposing itself as receiver for France’s Eastern empire. 

More important, it is proving conclusively to the French work¬ 
ers that right or left, Blum or Petain, the Bosses' representatives, 
are incapable of doing anything but promoting massacre. Weygand 
gave as one reason for surrender, a "Communist" uprising in Paris; 
there will be further manifestations on this same line. 

Nowhere else, perhaps, is there a proletariat which combines 
long schooling in revolutionary ideas with a tradition of active 
struggle. Moreover, wartime strikes, the actions of workers and 
peasants at the front, the very repression which the bosses had to 
use - all show that they will use their opportunity, and will fore e 
the revolution past even the high-points of Spain or Greece. It is 
almost excluded that the French misleaders can behead the French 
workers as easily as were the Germans in 1933. 

The German army of occupation is doubtless welcomed by the 
French bosses as an additional bulwark against revolution, much as 
Kornilov turned over red Riga to the Kaiser in 1917, But this army 
of occupation is itself not impregnable; it is made up of men on 
short rations, fearful for their families at home, who face the dou¬ 
ble risk of Gestapo dungeons and Churchill's bombers. Not so long 
ago, the German worker-in-uniform was engaged in hot semi-political 
strikes in Vienna, Berlin, the Rhineland. And if this army crumbles 
before French workers* propaganda and fraternization, bosses will 
confront revolution not only in France, but in Germany as well. 

France is ripe for a workers’ republic; nor are the workers un¬ 
ready to take over. What is needed is a revolutionary party, with a 
program to counterpose to the bourgeois and probourgeois factions. 
Despite massacres by France and Germany alike, revolutionary milit¬ 
ants remain in numbers. If they can forge a platform and organiza¬ 
tion, a Soviet Europe will be the agenda. 


NATIONS FACE 
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world scene, the U.S’s need to enter the war grows. With each move, 
grows the need for workers to understand the struggle where Indian, 
French, German workers are fighting our battle in Wall St.’s danceof 
death and to bring them aid by smashing the U.S. war drive. 
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USSR. SPOILS THE PARTY 


Hardly had Hitler's French victory brought returns in Eastern 
Europe, than the Soviet Union stepped in to spoil the party* Car¬ 
ol's reorganized Rumania, almost entirely under German domination, 
was forced to cede Bessarabia and Bukovina to Russia, while supplies 
of wheat earmarked for Germany were reported seized. 

From a purely military point of view, the result is not unfavo¬ 
rable for the USSR* It gains a strong southwestern natural front¬ 
ier, and the Red Army is placed in a position to cut Germany off, if 
attacked, from Rumanian oil and wheat. Furthermore, the base for a 
fake "Ukrainian national" movement (which Germany is reported to be 
fostering again) is cut down to Hungarian Ruthenia* 

But it is not the military aspect which is most decisive. From 
a olass point of view, the Soviet Union's foreign policy continues 
to weaken her. It becomes more and more evident that a definite and 
more cohesive bourgeois stratum in the Soviet Union is operating to 
force intervention and is using the Soviet government as a catspaw. 

Chief obstacle in the path of counter-revolution is the weak¬ 
ness and incapacity of the world bourgeoisie. The proletariat, tho 
beheaded of its revolutionary party and driven out of effective con¬ 
trol in industry, of organs like the police, courts, GPU and offi¬ 
cers corps, retains too much strength for the bourgeois elements to 
risk counterrevolution without surety of immediate imperialist aid. 

CAN'T AGREE 

But at the same time, U.S., England, Germany eto. have cut each 
other off from giving this aid, not only because of direct fear of 
the proletariat, but because of the continuously sharpening contrad¬ 
ictions of their decaying system. The USSR is l/6 of the world 1 s 
land surface in worker's hands, and is immediately open for profit, 
in the event of successful counter-revolution. This would be a mar¬ 
velous plum for the imperialist who plucked it - indeed, so richtfcak 
the lucky interventionist might readily overpower all others. 

For that reason, the imperialists have repeatedly blocked each 
other's attempts at intervention. As it gained in strength, the 
bourgeois force in the Soviet Union resorted to more violent meas¬ 
ures to force united intervention. Chief among these has been the 
drive to force the USSR into the World War. 

But aggression by the Soviet Union can serve the bourgeois 
force, and is pressed by it, only in so far as the bourgeois force 
oan control the new area3 and use them as bases for capitalist prop- 
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erty relations* If the proletarian forces - Red Army rank and file, 
local workers and peasants - are successful in pushing thru the rev¬ 
olution, the new areas aot to strengthen the workers. 

It was for this reason that the invasion of Poland brought no 
immediate counter-revolutionary returns; that the invasion of Fin¬ 
land was halted at the very moment when even Germany was swinging 
into line, and Welles was touring Europe for an imperialist "peace" 
against the USSR. The workers were showing a tendency to break thru 
and turn the invasion into actual social revolution. Revolution in 
agrarian Poland could be withstood; a successful revolution in indu¬ 
strial Finland would've brought down the Stalinist house of cards. 

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 

The German viotories on the Western Front brought the bourgeois 
force a new golden opportunity, England would now be ready to set¬ 
tle the war on a very "reasonable" basis; the U.S. could make its 
own terms in intervention; Japan and Italy are ready for interven¬ 
tion on any terms. All that remained was to make the USSR’s treache¬ 
rous leadership force Germany’s hand. 

Sure enough, outflanking movements into Lithuania, Latvia and 
Esthonia on the north, and Rumania on the south, put 2 armies on 
Germany’s borders. In the north, capitalist relations were retained 
and the Baltic states kept their nominal independence. In the south 
Rumania obligingly shrieked to her axis protectors for aid. Mean¬ 
while, Stalinism, ground between the mill-stones of bourgeoisie and 
proletariat, stammered that its invasion of Germany's new ally was, 
in some incomprehensible manner, a blow at England. 

But again the proletariat intervened. In Latvia and Esthonia, 
where the entry of special troops had been attended by the arrest 
and murder of "revolutionists", the Communist Party was re-legalized 
swiftly, and forced to propose a "left" program of nationalizations. 
In Bessarabia, where real fighting was expected and regular troops 
had to be used, revolution swelled swiftly. 

Revolutionary outbreaks occurred all over Rumania, Workers 
drove out Rumanian troops, stood guard over factories, tore down 
tank-traps. Pogroms, threats of Hungarian and Axis action could not 
stop them. The second intervention-offensive petered out, and the 
Russians advanced over the conceded boundaries in only a few towns. 

The USSR's Baltic and Balkan campaigns have succeeded only in 
demoralizing the world proletariat and alienating it from the Soviet 
Union, destroying militants and morale in the Red Army, and giving 
the bourgeois force a shaky new base on the Baltic, These are cata¬ 
strophes; but they are far below the bourgeois expectations of a 
complete success. 

And the bourgeois need grows ever more urgent. The developing 
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revolutions- in Prance and India menace the Soviet bourgeois stratum 
with wreck. Once a major imperialist commences serious intervention 
the others must follow along, or be left out completely. England 
today, anxious to ''settle" the European war on a cheap basis, is far 
more favorable than before. We may see new "aggression" forced on 
the USSR, with Turkey as its aim; on the other hand, quite possibly 
it may move against Germany itself. In either case, the only possi¬ 
bility for the workers is to struggle against the bourgeoisie and 
its agents within the Soviet Union. 

Perhaps even more important, to fight to make every forward 
move of the Red Army a move of the October Revolution, to foroe thru 
full social revolution in any occupied area and to convert the toil¬ 
ers of the nation attacked into front-fighters themselves for Socia¬ 
lism and peace, and against the sabotage and war game, not only of 
the Kremlin, but of the sinister figure on whose strings Stalin dan¬ 
ces - international imperialism. 

------ Read SOVIET UNION & WAR 6^-- 

THE "NATI ONAL DEFEN SE 1 ' RACKET 

Here is the rosy prospect held out to the unemployed to ent- 
ioe them to be cannon-fodder at $21 a month. 

"*Suoh families will be rebudgeted on the basis of getting as¬ 
sistance for one less person', Lyons said. 'If the member of the 
family who enlists can send home any money from his service pay, 
that amount will be deducted from the relief check,' The average, 
monthly check for a family on relief is $30...The minimum for an un¬ 
skilled laborer on WPA is $57 a month. If a man on WPA enlists, his 
family can return to relief if necessary." (Chi. Tribune, July 16). 

In order to "facilitate and expedite many contracts with indus¬ 
trial companies which had been reluctant to sign up because of tax 
problems" the government announces "that national defense industries 
will be allowed to write off the costs of expansion for defense pur¬ 
poses within a period of 5 years as compared with 7 to 10 years or 
more under existing tax laws." (Idem, July 12). 

i 

Immediately after this, Packard Motor Co. signed up to produce 
airplane motors. "The announcement came after more than three weeks 
of negotiations on a contract...Gilman (Packard president) conferred 
with officials this week to break the deadlock, which involved de¬ 
tails of financing, profits, and taxation." (Idem, July 13). 

So the next time you pay a defense tax on movies, cigarettes or 
beer, you'll know it's so the Packard Motor Co. can have a nice new 
tax-free factory in 5 years. And if you are called a traitor for 
striking - as the Todd ship-building workers were, when they stopped 
work for 3 days - remember that the Packard Motor Co. officers held 
out for 3 weeks and forced the government to meet their terms. 
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IT'S NOT NEWS — 

37-45$ of all houses in the U.S. are "below standard. Cold fig¬ 
ures. Holes in the floor so "big you can fall thru; odor of garbage 
rotting in the alleys; filthy hallways; water dripping thru the cei¬ 
lings. These conditions are not conveyed by figures. 

17*4$ of all houses are overcrowded. But there is "...a disas¬ 
trous surplus of housing at the upper end of the income scale..." 

In 1922 the Race Relations Committee reported that in Chicago's 
South Side "the rents are excessive considering the inferior dwell¬ 
ings, their disrepair and unsanitary conditions." The Negro popul¬ 
ation has more than doubled since, and the Committee says its report 
still holds good. The landlords' agreement to restrict Negroes to 
one area and thru this boss-made shortage, charge grand larceny rent 
has worked out well for them. 

It dows not pay "private enterprise" to build houses for " low 
income groups." The government has kindly helped private enterprise 
out thru the HOLC (to save the banks) and the ERA. It made a brave 
effort to put construction on its feet « so that construction bosses 
could continue to charge high rents and breed slum areas. 

In regard to the workers the government's record is not so hot. 
With l/3 of a million families in New York alone, living in substan¬ 
dard houses, the U.S. Housing Administration has a grand plan to 
build 435 projects to house - 160,000 families! Relief agencies of 
18 cities admitted that because of the miserable relief grants, un¬ 
employed workers are forced to live in substandard houses. The gov¬ 
ernment whitewashes construction heads by holding organized labor 
responsible. Thus they out union standards and force these workers 
to live in miserable houses. (See Jan. WB, "Housing Labor Menaced") 

— WHEN RAT BITES BABY 

In protest against housing conditions on Chicago's South Side, 
where a ba _ /y died from rat bite, the South Side Action Committee is 
picketing Coleman's, the real estate firm responsible. Such action 
must be extended. Tenants should unite with housing labor against - 
wage cuts, restrictive covenants, high rents. Demand that war funds 
be used for construction of low rent houses - instead of destruction. 

Eor decent homes, facilities, convenient locations, housing has 
to be planned along with industry. Capitalist "enterprise" - which 
can't make a profit out of low-cost housing - won't do it. Restric¬ 
tive covenants, slum area3, housing scarcity, high rents are the us¬ 
ual methods by which bosses and landlords make their profits. 

To work out a planned housing system, a planned economy is nec¬ 
essary. That means doing away with the profit angle. To achieve 
that, the capitalist system must be smashed and a workers' council 
government set up to handle our problems. 
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THE HULL BALL OF WAX 

U.S. REGIMENTS LATIN AMERICA 


Latin America: accounts for l/5 of U.S* trade, so U.S. policy- 
aims at turning the countries south of the Rio Grande into complete 
dependencies. As part of this, the American possessions of European 
powers are to be brought under U.S. domination also. The policy out¬ 
lined at the Havana conference boils down to the creation of a trad¬ 
ing area, investment field and sphere of influence run by Wall St. 

Secretary of Agriculture Wallace, in the April issue of the 
Bulletin of the Pan-American Union, proposes expanding rubber sour- 
oes in South America. The bulk of U.S. rubber now comes from the 
Dutch East Indies. Eord has a 14^000 acre plantation in Brazil, and 
Goodyear, 2,000 acres in Costa Rica and Panama. Wallace estimates 
that 2 million acres are required to meet U.S. rubber needs. What 
oould be nicer? Wall St. will make super-profits by financing huge 
plantations; crude rubber prices will fall due to increased produc¬ 
tion, thereby bringing still more profits to rubber manufacturers ; 
U.S. imperialism will assure supply of a vital Y/ar material; crumbs 
will be dropped to South American capitalists; and it will all be 
paid for by increased exploitation of the South American masses. 

Profits from the colonial areas can only be realized in the 
last analysis, by imports into the imperialist nation to pay for the 
capital goods exported. South American countries are mainly agric¬ 
ultural, and Yankee imperialism confronts the problem of realising 
profits on them without destroying its home agriculture. 

The "solution" is to turn the colonial area into a 1-crop coun¬ 
try. Cuba was made into "America's sugar bowl". But then the U.S. 
capitalists found that by sufficiently exploiting agricultural labor 
beet sugar could be profitably made at home. Accordingly, Cuban su¬ 
gar was faced with the quota system, and starvation brought to the 
masses. The same development faces Wallace's rubber scheme. U.S. 
capitalists are rapidly developing synthetic rubber which will even¬ 
tually reduce the rubber plantation workers to ruin. 

But why should these contradictions set back the U.S. imperial¬ 
ists? They use the competition of starving colonial workers to de¬ 
press the standards of U.S. labor, as in the case of sugar. The 
quota system works to protect sugar manufacturers, but not labor. 
The beet sugar industry is one of the worst sweat-shops in the U.S. 

If the plans of Yankee imperialism seoceed, South America will 
experience the fate of the farming population at home. They will be 
forced to buy tariff-protected, machine-made products from the U.S. 
and to sell their agricultural and raw material products in the face 
of world-wide competition. 
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While paying lip-service to free trade, Hull says, "In the mean 
time, the American nations must...do everything in their power to 
strengthen their own economic position, to improve further the trade 
and economic relations between and among themselves..." Thus "free¬ 
trader” Hull proposes what amounts to a tariff-protected America 

To achieve this, he lays down 4 steps: "1. Strengthening and 
expanding of the activities of the Inter-American Financial and Eco¬ 
nomic Advisory Committee..*" To Wall St., dominant financial center 
in America, the committee must turn if it is to accomplish anything. 
This could be re-worded: "strengthen Wall Street’s roleJ" 

"2. Creation of facilities for the temporary handling and ord¬ 
erly marketing of accumulated surpluses..." For this, the lendin g 
authority of the Export-Import Bank will be expanded $500^000,000, 
U.S. loans or payments for these agricultural surpluses will in¬ 
crease exports to South America. By cornering food surpluses, U.S. 
will have a whip-hand over starving post-war Europe. And these loans 
also serve as bait to put over U.S. plans. Cheap at twioe the price I 

"3. Development of commodity agreements..." This appears to be 
a polite term for barter - so loudly condemned when German imperial¬ 
ism does it. 

“ CONSIDERATION " 

"4. Consideration of methods for improving the standard of liv¬ 
ing of the peoples of the Americas..." An admirable idea. We mere¬ 
ly wish to point out that where point 1 speaks of "strengthening and 
expanding", point 2 of "creation", point 3 of "development", the im¬ 
provement of living standards rates only "consideration". 

The propaganda that the Havana conference was organized as "de¬ 
fense against totalitarianism" was exposed by the inevitable arising 
of the Anglo-American conflict, Argentina demanded as her price, 
the Faulkland Islands, and presented demands, together with 4 other 
countries, for outright annexation of "foreign colonies" by the int¬ 
erested countries. Hull was reported to have no objection to Argen¬ 
tina getting the Islands, a British naval base. But he fought the 
annexation ideai- why complicate U.S. control of those areas? A 
formula was agreed on in the "Act of Havana": "...any of the Ameri¬ 
can republics, individually or jointly with others, shall haveflae 
right to act in a manner required for its defense of the defense of 
the continent." So Argentina can take the Faulklands in the name of 
"national defense" if she is strong enough. 

Hull spoke pompously of "collective trusteeship" to takeover 
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these possessions "in the name of All the American republics." The 
plan involves setting up a commission of 3 nations to govern them. 
Imagine a commission of the U.S., Panama and Cuba, governing Trinid¬ 
ad. How nice and "collective" that would be! As for promises that 
it would be "only temporary", we remember the "freeing" of Cuba. 

Mexico is a goodexample of U.S. political domination. It's no 
coincidence that U.S. presidential elections have been paralleled by 
"revolution" or threats of revolutions in Mexico. Roosevelt’s elec¬ 
tion in 1932 represented a shift of power among capitalist groups. 
In 1933 Cardenas and his "revolutionary" government came to power in 
Mexico and received a subsidy from the Roosevelt administration in 
the form of the Treasury's silver-buying policy. In addition to his 
main job of holding bach the masses, Cardenas served the special in¬ 
terests of the capitalists close to the Roosevelt administration, 

MACHINE MADE 

In 1936 (and now in 1940) it was possible that control of the 
state apparatus would pass from one capitalist group to another. In 
both years, an opposition movement, supported by the "out" groups in 
the U.S., appeared in Mexico - Calles, 1936; Almazan, 1940. The Chi¬ 
cago Tribune, organ of a group who are violently anti-Roosevelt, the 
silver-buying, and nationalization of Mexican oil, supports Almazan, 

The Mexican people are thus subjected to the rule of the U.S., 
and their will to struggle is channelized by the puppets of this or 
that capitalist grouping. 

The same plan of action as in 1916-17 is being followed by the 
U.S. It is using the European war to seize control of the western 
hemisphere. But U.S. imperialist policy has back-fired more than 
once. The revolutions in Mexico, Cuba, Nicaragua show that the 
masses refuse to be honey-pots forever. U.S. need to regiment Latin 
America can end only in more upheavals as standards are driven down. 

As inhabitants of the imperialist country, it is up to U.S. 
workers to show the way. The government is wringing tax increases 
from us for "hemisphere defense." The Havana Conference shows from 
what it is to be defended: 1) Prom economim competition with U.S. 
2) Prom the peoples of the 21 nations - the conference provided for 

action vs. "subversive activities." 3) 
From inconvenience to U.S. of European 
colonies in her backyard. For this 
they want conscription. Our road is to 
stop U.S. imperialism. To demand imme¬ 
diate freedom of colonies. To fi g ht 
with our Latin American comrades for 
the right of selfdetermination. If we 
are dragged in,to defeat our main ene¬ 
my - U.S. imperialism - even if it may 
mean temporary victory for the "enemy!! 


81 people are b e ing 
held for deportation 
from Panama Canal Zone 
for the crime of being 
refugees! If you flee 
from German or British 
or any imperialism, 
the U.S. will see that 
you go right back! 
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WORLD O 


LABOR 


Ci \f l AMT) The reaction of Finnish workers to contact with the 
' ' /v L n yv u Soviet Union, predicted "by us, has found expression 
in a split in the Finnish Socialist Party* The left wing has raised 
the question of whether the war with the USSR was justified* And - 
horror of horrors for Social Democratic ministers - has also raised 
the question of "socializing" Finland. Whether this left wing will 
eome out with a revolutionary platform and for a Soviet Finland, w e 
cannot say. But the very fact of such a split shows extreme press¬ 
ure from workers who are sick of living on the prospect of reforming 
capitalism, and want to extend the October Revolution. 


II C The crew of the Dutch freighter, "Prins Willem II," tried to 
^ J ' get $1900 in back wages. They also refused to go to Canada 
for possible internement. The ship was tied up in Sandusky, Ohio 
and then in Chicago for over a month, the crew in jail. Finally 
some went back to work, saying it was a "misunderstanding". But the 
rest are being obligingly held for deportation by the United 
States authorities. 


r ki r* I A l\l f) "The patronizing efforts of the (Chamberlain - Ed.) 
L /V vj L n /V government to spur the workers on had no success." 


So a Churchill-Labor government was put in. And lo and behold 
workers are falling all over themselves to put in 18 hours a day, 7 
days a week - anyway, so the New Republic says. It’s the same war, 
with the same imperialist aims. But a Labor Party label was slapped 
on the government, and now it can put into effect the repressive ma¬ 
chinery it was afraid to, before. The British workers, however, 
have still to say the last word. 


U AW AII Yanlcee imperialism at work in Hawaii: "Certainly no army 
n nvvnn 00uld ag ic f or more effective machinery than already ex¬ 
ists in Hawaii for mobilizing and disciplining the population i n 
peacetime. Moreover, it _is a lucky thing, from the standpoint of 
American defense and Hawaii’s position as a front-line fort that su¬ 
gar and pineapple labor is unorganized...The civilian devices for 
regimenting the Japanese may be first rate, but the army and navy 
are not counting on them for M-Day. On that dread day, the army 
will have concentration camps - and it keeps a ’grab list’ of suspi¬ 
cious citizens up to date." There’s a law against anyone hanging a- 
round with even the intention to picket. The "Big 5" monopoly is so 
tight, the cost of living so high, the caste system so severe, that 
even army officers complain that Honolulu "is the easiest town to 
get an inferiority complex in"jJ 
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STEEL ROLLS FOR WAR 

UNION LEADERS ON B ANDWAGON 

The arras program of U,S. imperialism hinges primarily on a con¬ 
tinuous and increasing production of steel* Steel’s importance is 
clearly shown hy the appointment of E.R* Stettinius, former head of 
U.S. Steel, to the National Defense Advisory Commission* 

The industry has been tremendously rationalized since the last 
war - continous hot-strip mills, cold-rolled tin-plate mills, elect¬ 
rically driven machinery* The result is that in the fall of ’39 pro¬ 
duction topped the last quarter of ’29 with 25,000 less workers* 

Under cover of a '''labor shortage" and a "national emergency", 
the steel barons will try to drive down the workers standards. They 
would like to see a 48-hour week replace the present rate of time- 
and-a-half for anything over 40 hours. The Vinson Naval Bill in¬ 
cluded provisions for the President to suspend the 40-hour week 
where needed* Rumors are heard that the managements are only wait¬ 
ing for the government to start the drive for a 48-hour week* 

Yet IRON AGE of June 6 says that "Prom a labor standpoint,the 
steel industry sees no shortages with respect to purely steel labor 
classifications, with the possible exception of welders, chippers or 
scarfers* Intensive vocational programs, however, have been in eff¬ 
ect for the past few years and a bottleneck...could soon be remedied 
as is now being done at some plants, by the introduction of mechani¬ 
cal scarfing equipment." The steel industry "can reach 100% of ing¬ 
ot capacity operations just as rapidly as demands are made upon it 
and could advance to at least 110% of theoretical capacity..." 

INDUSTRIAL DYNAMITE 

Conditions of the workers are continually creating industrial 
dynamite. The managements are forever attempting to speed up. in¬ 
crease work, and "adjust" the wage rates. Wages range from 62-|% an 
hour minimum in the Chicago area to 45^f in the South. These are the 
legal wages set by the Labor Dept, recently. To what extent they 
are in effect in the unorganized mills is hard to say. 

Yearly wages range from $939.60 in the South to $1305 in the 
North. That’s on the basis of 5 days a week. But the industry goes 
up and down. In the last quarter of ’39 it ran above 90% of theore¬ 
tical capacity. In April - 3 months later - it was down to 65%. 
The rate this July will be above 85%j last July it was 41%. 

Thus the mill workers are constantly subjected to lay-offs and 
part-time. When the wage losses are deducted, both yearly and aver¬ 
age weekly earnings are much less than the scale on paper* 
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Rationalization has brought speed-up* Part of the 25,000 men 
kicked out of the industry in the past 10 years lost their jobs thru 
the constant efforts of efficiency experts, "expediters", etc* 

The M-Day plans mean complete regimentation. Ably assisted by 
the so-called leaders of the SWOC, the steel baroiswill try to im¬ 
pose on the workers a discipline equal to that of the army. Workers 
in the mills will be considered the same as those at the front: So 
much cannon-fodder, industrial or military, as the case may be. 

To meet these conditions the workers need the 30 hour-$30 week, 

§, minimum work week of 20 hours and a closed shop. The SWOG leaders 
have served as a short-circuit to the steel workers' demands. Their 
policy is class collaboration thru dependence on the Labor Board. 

As it now stands, the SWOC has a skeleton union structure thru- 
out the industry. Over 625,000 workers are covered by contracts. 
It was stated at the SWOC convention that the membership books show¬ 
ed 177,000 in good standing. The industry, then, must be about 30$ 
organized* Some plants are strongly organized, some 100$, and orga¬ 
nizations of varying size exist in all plants. Here is an excellent 
base from which to organize the industry 100$. 

S.WO.C. POLICY 

But what are the SWOC leaders doing? Are they actively cam p - 
aigning for the 6-hour day with 8-hour pay? Are they activizing lo¬ 
cals in a drive to make the industry 100$ union? Are they involving 
the men thru agreements subject to ratification by those concerned? 

No. The main theme of the leadership is the "victories" won in 
the NLRB and courts, the "sanotity of contracts", the "SWOC is a re¬ 
sponsible organization." In the last 3 years a tremendous amount ,of 
energy, money and time have been spent in a legal fight on the Repu¬ 
blic Steel case. The union has been taught to look to the NLRB for 
settlement of grievances, and protection. 

STEEL LABOR, the union paper, has little or nothing on cond¬ 
itions in the mills, problems of organizing, union policies. The 30- 
hour week is made contingent on a law or on the government's failure 
to take adequate steps to meet technological unemployment. 

The leadership puts this policy over thru its stranglehold on 
the union apparatus. The SWOC consists technically of the 5 men ap¬ 
pointed 4 years ago by Lewis, who in turn appoint all the paid orga¬ 
nizers, control finances, and reserve the right to call all strikes. 

The issue of a constitution was widely discussed before the se¬ 
cond convention in May. Many local organizations passed resolutions 
calling on the leadership to make it a constitutional convention. 
Impossible, was the leadership’s answer. The SWOC is only the rec¬ 
ruiting agent for the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel and Tin 
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Workers# (The Amalgamated has 9,000 members while the SWOC has 
177,0001) A contract made in 1936 said so and "contracts are sac- 
red"# Verbal concessions were made# A resolution of the Amalgama¬ 
ted Convention was passed also by the SWOC convention, providing for 
a joint fusion and constitutional convention in May 1942# So the 
same set-up remains# 

Murray, SWOC chairman, indulged in a vioious attack on the Com¬ 
munist Workers Group during the discussion on the constitution, im¬ 
plying that it aimed at disruption. He tried to draw a red herring 
across the issue and paint up the demand as a "communist trap". His 
need to resort to this attack arose from the CWG leaflet distributed 
to convention delegates, recommending a struggle for the 30-30 week, 
against the war drive, for a democratic constitution# 

Complete betrayal marks the role of the SWOC leadership in re¬ 
gard to the war drive# Together with the CIO leadership as a whole, 
they give unqualified support to "national defense", and the arms 
program# They capitulate to the "fifth column" hysteria by coming 
out against all "subversive isms"# The best example is the declara¬ 
tion of the CIO Executive Board, reprinted in STEEL LABOR. "This 
declaration of labor’s rights i 3 designed to stabilize industrial 
relations and promote industrial peace# It does not contemplate in¬ 
dustrial strife# 

In short, the CIO exec has renounced the right to strike even 
before asked# The denunciation of "subversive isms" is calculated 
to start a witch-hunt in the locals# In order to curry favor with 
the bosses, the leaders are deliberately trying to break the unions 
by driving out the workers# 

The first prerequisite for remedying the situation is the esta¬ 
blishment of a progressive group in the SWOC# Its perspective would 
be bright# A real organisation campaign would bring into the union 
the still-unorganized 10% of the workers# In the coming period, the 
betrayal of the union by its leaders will be shown up and national 
progressive group should be able to restore control to the rank and 
file# A progressive group will stand or fall depending on its poli¬ 
cy toward the imperialist war# In such a vital industry, it will be 
impossible to ignore the question. The interests of the steel work¬ 
ers must be put ahead of any war the U.S# imperialists may conduct# 


See what .M - Day will' mean for yous 
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